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Making Cinema ‘Useful’:
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A talk by Ravi Vasudevan

How did colonial and early post-colonial governments and film entrepreneurs
use film to circulate information and engage different types of public? This
presentation reviews the variety of pedagogical projects and audience categories
which went into making cinema a "useful’ vehicle of information, and the social
and infrastructural apparatuses deployed for film circulation and exhibition. These
ranged from cinema theatres, film libraries, class rooms, cultural clubs, amatg#dr

embedded in a transnational network of discussion about how to solici#‘and shape
audiences, involving colonial administrators, anthropologists, edy€ationists and
film appreciation ideologues.
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